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Abstract

Kashshi, in his biography book on transmitters (rijal), while naming
the companions of the sixth to eighth Imams (PBUH), mentions three
groups of companions using a term according to which later scholars
named them as “the people of consensus” (ashab-o/ ejma’).
Muhammad b. Abi ‘Omayr is one of the third groups. He is a
prominent and well-known companion of the three following imams:
Imam al-Kazim, Imam Reza and Imam Javad (PBUT), as well as the
narrator and author of an important part of Shiite traditions. He is also
considered as one of the “authentic hadith teachers” (mashayekh-o-
theghat). The title “people of consensus “and its requirments, since its
introduction up to the meantime, has been open to debate and
prominent Shia scholars have adopted various theoretical and
subsequently practical approaches toward it from broad acceptance to
criticism and outright denial.

Considering Kafi as the first of the four canonical hadith books
and t the most important Shiite book of tradition, this article has
examined its approach to Ibn Abi ‘Omayr’s narrations in order to
reach a better understanding of his status.

Keyword: Ibn Abi ‘Omayr, the People of consensus (ashab-o/ ejma’),
Authentic hadith teachers (mashayekh-o- theghat), Koleyni, Kafi,
Authenticity of broken isnad (morsal).
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