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Abstract

Cognitive linguistics is a branch of Linguistics, considering language as a tool
for the order, organization, processing, and transmission of information and
examines the connection between man’s language, his mind, and his physical and
social experiences. “Image schemas”, which are the result of movements of the
human body, perceptual interactions, and how to deal with perception, is one of the
ways in which "cognitive semantics™ has been used to understand abstract concepts.
Since the holy Qur’an is a blessed book and it is a bounty in the vastness of all
times, which it, in addition to its own age, is the guidance and training book of all
humans in all ages, so the text of the holy Quran deserves being the main axis in
order to discover its truths and to understand the concept and speaker's purpose at
any time, and then its combinations are carefully analyzed and investigated.

The present paper strives to explore and chart a variety of image schemas of
the abstract word “torment” (‘adhab) through a linguistic approach and using the
descriptive-analytical method, herewith identifying this concept that is one of the
most important concepts related to the great incident of the Day of Resurrection and
finding out it makes people stick in the main path of creation. It reveals the beauty
of the sentences and concepts of events of the Day of Resurrection and shows how
far these schemas are involved in expressing and explaining the concept of torment
in the holy Qur’an. The results show that God expands the abstract meaning of
“torment” by means of various schemas, such as Containment schema, distance and
proximity, linear (moving time and moving Ego), force (forbidding and
compulsory), and back and forth, and through physical interaction with external
phenomenon. Hereby the reader can understand this complex concept by using the
association of vocabulary in language-spoken coordinate more clearly.

Keyword: The Holy Qur’an, Cognitive Linguistics, Image Schemas,
Abstract Concepts, Torment.
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