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Abstract

Recent archaeological discoveries in the Halilrud valley (Kerman province, Iran),
especially at the Site of Varamin and Konar Sandal of Jiroft, brought to light a
hitherto unknown culture, the so-called “Jiroft civilization,” which generally dates
back to the third millennium BC. Jiroft became famous between 2002/2003 when
thousands of confiscated burial goods, especially elaborated carved chlorite vessels,
from a dozen looted necropolises of Halil Rud impacted the media. Consequently,
many scholars paid attention to Jiroft; some stated that Jiroft could be the “the lost
civilization” between Mesopotamia and Indus valley. Some referred to it as the core
of the production and probability distribution of the already known chlorite artifacts,
the so-called “intercultural style.” Moreover, some pinpointed the toponym of
MarhaSi to Jiroft. In this paper, we will attempt to examine the Jiroft or Marhashi
Civilization from a historical perspective based on the Mesopotamian cuneiform
texts and the archaeological evidence. Importantly, our research indicated that Jiroft
and Southern Mesopotamia were closely linked before the first appearance of
Marhashi in the cuneiform texts (during the time of the Akkadian Sargon).

Keywords: Marhashi, Jiroft Civilization, Site of Varamin, Konar Sandal,
Mesopotamia.
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