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Expressive Methods and Execution Techniques of Illustration in the
Four Artworks of Top Czech (Illustrators (1979 - 2015))

Abstract:

The present study is an investigation of the meth-
ods of illustration in the works of four top Czecho-
slovak illustrators. This paper examines the effects
that these illustrators had on their contemporary
illustration society in Czechoslovakia and in order
to know the ways of formation, and the character-
istics of the successtul works of these four illus-
trators, in depicting personal ideas and thoughts
and in the impact and communication with the
audience too, it has compared the most important
and diverse methods of illustration in the works
of these illustrators.

Czech and Slovak artists are skilled and creative
designers and painters who have a personal ap-
proach and attitude, which distinguishes each of
their work from others. Definitely, seeing these
works, analyzing and investigating the reasons for
this superiority and distinctiveness is useful and
effective for every illustrator. Knowing and using
each of these features can be a factor in creating a
successtul work of illustration.

The purpose of examining the works of these il-
lustrators is to answer the following research ques-
tions: What are the expression methods and per-
formance techniques in displaying personal ideas
and feelings that the four best illustrators of this
country, which is currently divided into two parts,
the Czech Republic and Slovakia, benefited? What
are the difference and similar characteristics be-
tween the choice of technique and story concepts
in their works? What features have made the works
of Czechoslovak artists successful and prominent?
How have they used various technical methods to
portray their personal thoughts?

This fundamental type of research, is descrip-
tive-analytical and the method of collecting in-
formation is library type. It is worth mentioning
that the examination and analysis of visual works
is important in order to perpetuate the image in
the mind. According to the subject of the research;
looking at the illustration techniques of Czecho-
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slovak illustrators, we find out that the se-
cret of each work>s permanence is within
itself. In this way, copying and imitating the
works of other artists will not achieve their
goal of publishing a pure work. Of course,
by observing all the principles that must
be observed in an illustration work, which
includes: correct composition, design from
the good point of view, choosing the right
colors and the most important point is their
creativity.

In this research, all the reviewed works
have been composed of all these factors and
by keeping all these principles, they have
tried to communicate with the audience by
expressing their feelings, and most of the
works have come to a conclusion after sev-
eral years of working on it. After the stud-
ies and investigations ; based on the visual
elements and the type of technique and the
physical structure of each work has been
accepted, regarding the illustrating tech-
niques and according to his frameworks of
attracting the audience, and following their
special visual elements and characteristics.
In the process of this research, we find out
that the examination of the work charac-
teristics of each of these artists depends on
the collective past of the people of his land,
and his mentality of his hometown, which
have become internal and external personal
and social stimuli, no illustrator can be sep-
arated from his culture and customs. The
artisbs hometown offers original works
and, they actually expresses their culture
with visual language. Each illustrator has
their own special style and technique, de-
spite being skilled in their work, which
distinguishes them from others and gives
them individual originality in illustration.
Gaining a strong hand in design through
practice, even the illustrators who work
very freely and full of mysteries and sym-
bolist forms. It these artists were not sensi-
tive to children world and their perception
of life, art, culture and future, they could
not depict the childish and pure world as

eloquently as possible. Most of them are
the authors of books for children and teen-
agers, or they have special expertise for
children in some fields other than illustrat-
ing childrens’ books.

By examining the biography, collection of
works and characteristics of each artist>s
work and sometimes speeches or articles by
them and other experts, we found a set of
specific aspects in the work of each artist
and by summarizing all these contents, we
realize some basic points which are:
Having their own visual language that is
different from the visual language of oth-
er contemporary artists ; having a unique
style and method that is not imitation and
it comes from the mind and feelings of the
illustrator. Every illustrator has their own
technical style, which distinguishes them
trom others and gives them individual orig-
inality.

The step-by-step cooperation of the illus-
trator with the author of the story ; some-
times, some illustrators work with the au-
thor in a step-by-step way, illustrating and
writing, during the period when the book
is being written and illustrated, the author
and the illustrator are constantly working
with each other. Each of them, if’ not to say
that they interfere in the others> work, have
a significant impact on each other>s work.
Having a strong design power; all these il-
lustrators have started with drawing and
painting and having a lot of training and
practice, in order to reach more mature
works and a strong hand in drawing. Even
those who work very freely and full of mys-
tery and symbolism, also show a strong de-
sign in their works.

Most of these illustrators have a poetic
sense in their works, and this is that distin-
guishes their works from others and makes
them worthy of" contemplation, full of cre-
ativity and pleasant for children.

Most of these artists are very committed
to children and their issues from the artistic
and psychological aspects. If these artists
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were not so sensitive about the children
and their perception of" life, art, culture and
the future, they could not work deeply and
sympathetically. It must be told that most
of them, are authors of children’s books, or
have special expertise of children in some
fields other than Illustration is also for
them.

In summary, drawing for children is a very
sensitive, responsible and difficult task.
Those who work for children, in addition
to having strong technical expertise and
a lot of creativity in their work, must al-
ways consider the conditions of their audi-
ence, including their age; how do they deal
with issues; in what way do they think and
to what extent is their freedom in this di-
rection; how do they harmonize their lan-
guage with the children’s language and
understanding; how to give wings to the
kids’'understanding and imagination center
to attract them to think and create more.
Because, the future belongs to the children.

Keywords: Illustration, Czechoslovakia,
Decoding, Method of Expression and Per-
formance Techniques in [llustration, Chil-
dren's Book Illustration.
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