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products. Muhammad Sadiq was a painter at the court of Karim Khan and
his works represent a diverse range of cultural products including tradition-
al rugs. This study aimed to explore the motifs and designs in woven prod-
ucts portrayed in Muhammad Sadiq’s works and examine the relationship
of the motifs, designs, and positioning of the products and the themes of his DOI:

paintings. Studying Muhammad Sadiq’s preserved works, with his ragam 10.22051/jtpva.2023.43671.1504
(signature), can help expound our knowledge of the era they were created.
Muhammad Sadig was a distinguished painter and artist of the Zand period.
A comprehensive understanding of the various aspects and components
of his works could reveal factual information about the Zand era. For ex-
ample, interior building decorations and ornamentations, foods, flora and
fauna, individuals’ attire and makeup, and woven products (including ma-
chine-made, loom-made, and handwoven types). This study aimed to ex-
plore the motifs and designs in woven products portrayed in Muhammad
Sadig’s works and examine the relationship of the motifs, designs, and po-
sitioning of the products and the themes of his paintings. Studying Muham-
mad Sadiq’s preserved works, with his ragam, can help expound our knowl-
edge of the era they were created. What are the most frequent designs and
motifs of rugs portrayed in Muhammad Sadig’s paintings? More important-

ly, how can we explain the relationship between the themes of his works
andthetypes of woven productsinthe miniatures? Whatis the relationship
of the motifs, designs, and positioning of the woven products and the subject matters of his paintings? Given the fact that
Muhammad Sadig’s ragams were adapted for the status of the client or the people depicted in his paintings, could there be a
link between the motifs, designs, and positioning of the woven products in the paintings and the status of the figures? What
can Muhammad Sadiq’s works reveal aboutloom-made woven works? There seemsto be a significant relationship between
the themes in Muhammad Sadiq’s works and the represented woven products in his paintings. With a developmental re-
search design, this qualitative study sought to expand written sources on Iranian art in the Zand period by analyzing woven
products, a type of applied art, as depicted in visual and fine arts of the Zand era. To this end, first, pictures of Muhammad
Sadig’s works, including murals, paintings, and lacquer works, were collected. Next, the woven works portrayed in the paint-
ings were studied and classified. Finally, the motifs, designs, dimensions, and positioning of the woven works and their
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relationship with the themes of the paintings were analyzed. The study population included Muhammad Sadiqg’s available
works including murals in Haft Tanan Mansion in Shiraz, Iran, miniatures like the portrait of Rustam Khan Zand, and items
preserved at the Malek Museum in Tehran, the Pars Museum in Shiraz, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Brooklyn
Museum in New York City, the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, and other museums based on Muhammad Sadiq’s
signature. The data were collected through library research. The works were selected by nonprobability sampling focusing
onavailability. Overall, there were a considerable number of works available.

Yaghoub Azhand’s Muhammad Sadiq (Aqga Sadiq) (2015) is the most comprehensive biographical work about Muhammad
Sadiq, exploring various aspects of his life and character. Azhand’s analytical approach was a guiding light for this research.
He provides an accurate analysis of different periods of Muhammad Sadiqg’s life. Gianroberto Scarcia briefly reviews Safavid,
Zand, and Qajar artsin a section of the Encyclopedia of World Art. In “Composition in Figurative Paintings in the Zand Court”
(2010), publishedinthe collection of articles presented at the Great Zandieh Conferencein Iran, Maryam Berahmand broad-
ly studies figurative paintings in the Zand period. In Lacquer of the Islamic Lands (2007), Nasser Khalili endorses Moham-
mad Ali Karimzadeh Tabrizi’s view on the contrasts between the works of “Muhammad Sadiq” and “Aga Sadiq”. However, he
contends that no authentic source is available for this supposition and considers both as the same artist. Khalili’s book also
offers a biographical account of Muhammad Sadiq’s life and is held as a valuable source for providing pictures of the artist’s
alllacquer works. In Ahval va Asar-e Naghashan-e Ghadim-e Iran [The Lives and Art of Old Painters of Iran] (1997), Karimza-
deh Tabrizi writes about Muhammad Sadiq under the entry of the Persian letter sad. Like other researchers, he neglects the
changes in the artist’s name, title, rhymed signature, and signature, presuming that Muhammad Sadiq and Aga Sadiq are
two different artists. Conversely, Azhand (2015) proves the presumption that Muhammad Sadiq and Aga Sadiq are the same
person based onthe evidence that supports hisidea. In his Divarnegaridar Iran: Zand vs Qajar dar Shiraz [MuralsinIran: Zand
and Qajarin Shiraz] (2002), Abdolmajid Sharifzadeh also introduces Muhammad Sadiq and Aga Sadiq as two different artists
congruent with Karimzadeh Tabrizi’s view.

The study of Muhammad Sadiq’s diverse works led to the identification of various woven products such as rugs, satchels,
saddle blankets, and felt mats. There was a significant relationship between the themes of his works and the portrayed
loom-made woven works. In addition to depiction of the interior and exterior spaces, which is a crucial element in selecting
woven works, the themes were of significance to the analysis. Saddle blankets as a practical item decorated with gol fa-
rang design were the main woven products among works with war themes and exterior settings. Satchels were the principal
loom-made woven products among works with mystical themes such as Haft Tanan paintings. Felt mats were found in most
of the works that portrayed Karim Khan Zand, indicating their significance in the Zand period, particularly during the reign of
Karim KhanZand and Sadeq KhanZand. Anotherinteresting point was the depiction of characters fromall classes of the soci-
etyinthe paintings and how the woven works were adapted according to their status. Some of Muhammad Sadiq’s artworks
are decorated with tiles painted with rug motifs. Some of his court figurative paintings portray the Persian rug of the second
half of the twelfth century AH / eighteenth century AD, among which the miniature of Rustam Khan Zand is an excellent
instance. Rugs, as Iranian woven products that have the earmarks of Iranian identity, were not observed in miniatures with
foreign subject matter.

Furthermore, Muhammad Sadiq’s active years during the Zand and Qajar period helped form a comparative analysis of the
motifs and designs in woven products like saddle blankets, found in miniatures of the Battle of Chaldiran and the Battle of
Karnalinthe Qajar Iran. Thisdemonstrated the extent of developments and changesinthe appearance of saddle blankets.
Given that Muhammad Sadiq lived during the Afsharid, Zand, and Qajar periods in Iran, his works can be seen as reflect-
ing the common woven products of the time. The analysis indicated that in some miniatures, Muhammad Sadiq has deter-
mined the position of the woven products in the paintings based on the significance of the subject and the importance of
woven works as a cultural element. For example, the rugin Rustam Khan Zand portrait is crucial, among other elements, in
conveyingan Iranian quality (Iranianness). It occupies a considerable area of the miniature. However, only a small part of the
felt mats can be distinguished in the miniatures of Karim Khan Zand. To return to the question on the significance of Muham-
mad Sadiq’s works in understanding woven products, it can be concluded that the analysis led to new findings about a part of
the pictorial history of traditional Iranian woven products of the twelfth century AH considering the variety of themes such
as mysticism, love, lyricism, and war in his works as well as his figurative paintings and Muhammad Sadiq’s status as a painter
whowitnessed most of the twelfth century AH.

Keywords: Muhammad Sadiq(aqga Sadiq), Paintings of the Second Half of the Twelfth Century AH, Handwovens, Zendieh,
Motifsand Patterns
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