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Abstract

Allamah Tabatabayi is one of the greatest Shiite contemporary interpreters of
Quran whose exegesis has great significance from different aspects .Examining
variant readings (Qeraat), criticizing them or preferring one over others, is one
of those issues which have a special status in this exegisis. Studying Allamah’s
approach shows that he adapts different stands about variant readings: at times
he criticizes them or he prefers one over the others, sometimes he does not
make any preference due to its not having any impact on the meaning, at times
he just mentions variant readings without any judgment and finally occasionally
he mentions one reading in support of a particular interpretation.

Furthermore, this article has examined Allamah Tabatabayi’s criteria for
preferring or criticizing a particular reading along with analyzing the cases in
which have been preferred without any argument. His most important criteria
for criticizing a reading are as follows: the weakness of isnad, its implications,
considering syntactic rules, inconsistency with the rules of inscription of the
Quranic codex, distinguishing interpretation from reading in traditions which
seem to imply distortion (tahrif). On the other hand, his most important criteria
for favoring a reading are as follows: consistency with the literal context and
also with grammatical rules, having a confirmation from Quran and hadith.

Keywords: Tabatabayi, variant readings (qera’at), context, criterion, criticism
and preference of a reading.
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