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Abstract

In a general perspective, the classification of Iranian historical textiles is subject to dispersal. This turmoil
becomes more highlighted when some researchers use two terms of design and motif interchangeably. This
is while, design signifies a general combination and motif is the smallest significant component of the
design. Hence, each of these two concepts defines a different quality, so that their interchangeable use is not
only inappropriate but also disrupts understanding of the actual meaning. The prevalence of this inadequacy
is to the extent that the authors of this article, in many of their references, were compelled to modify the
terms of design and motif, because in most cases, the creators of the handful of reliable sources available on
Iranian hand-woven products, have ignored the difference between these two terms and have considered
them equivalent. On the other hand, the classification of the types of traditional fabrics, which are usually
defined differently in the ruling periods of the historical dynasties, paying attention to the gist of motifs has
earned the greatest effectiveness. Therefore in most studies of Iranian hand-woven textiles in terms of
designs and motifs, the composition of the textiles of different eras have been analyzed in terms of the
theme and categorized as human, animal, plant, geometric and other types of designs. Due to the lack of
reliable theoretical foundation in the aforementioned method, the ultimate feedback is limited to description
only. On the other hand, because of the shortcomings resulting from the certainty of this method, there is a
tendency for each research to add a few imaginative categories to the type of historical textile which it is
related to. In fact, due to lack of stability required for a clear categorization, each researcher make
adjustments to their study according to its goals in order to achieve the desired results. To mend this flaw
which originates from the concern of most researchers in areas other than applied arts, the authors of this
article attempted to find the answer to the following question: How can various types of textiles be
classified with regard to the principles of traditional arts on the methods of adding motif to the design? This
analysis by utilizing library studies proves analytical descriptive that thematic classification, due to its
inefficiency, has led to a seemingly organized but fake dispersion. However, following the common
classification in traditional arts by the method of adding motifs to the design which results have already
been tested in carpet weaving which is an art parallel to traditional textile art, a more precise classification
can be achieved with a structural framework in which handmade textiles of different historical eras can be
defined. In this approach, by making a distinction between the terms design and motif, each base image can
be in the context of each design and yet avoid making fundamental changes in its identity. In order to
overcome this defect and organize things, using the same method of classification of other traditional arts
such as different types of carpets seems efficient. In this approach, the types of fabrics are categorized from
a different perspective and according to the manner in which the motifs are spread in the design.
Accordingly, the types of these textiles can be categorized to (1) story (2) inscription, (3) scattered, (4)
altar, (5) medallion, (6) Vagireh or tangled, (7) framed, (8) Muharramat or striped and (9) combined, based
on the ways the main design is executed, including independent, axial symmetry (reflexive) and repetitive
symmetry (thorough). This is a nine-part classification, capable of covering all historical textiles and ending
the disorganized status in the field, with no manipulation needed. In this method, considering the
differences between design and motif, any motif is introduced under the name of the main design, such as
Shah Abbasi scattered or shrub tangled. Ultimately, this paper distinguished between the applied and
effective terms of design and motif and created a reliable categorization, which put an end to subjectivity in
scientific researches on future studies (report, comparative or approach-oriented studies) about traditional
textiles.

Keywords: Iran, Traditional Art, Textile, Design and Motif.

1DOI: 10.22051/jjh.2018.15856.1257

The present paper is extracted from the Ph.D. Thesis of A. Mafitabar under the supervision of F. Kateb, entitled: "A visual
representation of the Textiles’ Designs in Fath-Ali Shah Qajar Period from the perspective of visual perception".

? Full Professor, Faculty Member of Art Faculty, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran, f.kateb@alzahra.ac.ir.

* Ph.D. Candidate of Art Research, Faculty of Art, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran. a.mafitabar@student.alzahra.ac.ir




