A
9&()‘*:&!: m

Journal Researches of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Vol.18, No.4, Serial.52, Winter 2022
http://tqh.alzahra.ac.ir/ Alzahra University

Ways to Recognize the Religious Sect of
Unknown or Incognito Narrators through

Textual Analysis
Alimohammad Mirjalili’
Ahmad Zare Zardini?
Mohammad Mehdi Kheibar?
DOI: 10.22051/TQH.2021.34812.3109
Received: 20/1/2021
Accepted: 17/7/2021
Abstract
Among the ways to verify the authenticity of hadiths attributed to Imams (AS)
is evaluating their sanads (chain of transmitters). At this stage, ridjal scholars
sometimes could not recognize a narrator’s religious sect and thus have called
him/her majhil (unknown) or muhmal (incognito). Knowing the beliefs of
such narrators, in addition to validating the sanad, has a great impact on the
use of their narrations by jurists, theologians, commentators, historians, etc.
The present study, which is done by the descriptive-analytical method based
on library sources, has examined those narrations that the rijal scholars have
called some of their transmitters unknown or incognito. It seeks to recognize
the sect of such narrators through their sayings. It tries to achieve their sect by
analyzing their narrations. In conclusion, some criteria can be useful to
recognize them, including: “the method of citing the Imam (as) in narrating”,
“reflection on the beliefs of the narrator in narrating”, “the orientation of the
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narrator in narrating”, “paying attention to the method of Questioning the
Imam”, “comparing the content of the narration with the jurisprudential ruling
or Shiite theological teachings”, “comparing the Imam’s answer to the
question of the unknown or incognito narrator with the known one”, and “the
method of narrator in mentioning the Imam”.

Keywords: Unknown Narrator, Incognito Narrator, Narrator’s Sect, Textual

Analysis.
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